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20th November:  11h00-11h20 
 
 

Toward the West: the Acheulean complex of Santa-Anna Cave 
(Cáceres, Spain). 
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Santa Ana Cave, located in the city of Cáceres (Extremadura, Spain), is a karstic structure of 
the Calerizo Cacereño, a calcareous formation surrounded by quartzite mountain ranges. 
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The archaeological excavations that began in the year 2001 have allowed locating a rich 
archaeopaleontogical assemblage. The filling processes that the cavity went through present 
important taphosedimentary problems that complicate its radiometric dating. However, the 
paleontological remains indicate mostly a Middle Pleistocene assemblage. The lithic 
industry, characterized by the presence of handaxes and large formats, has a high degree of 
diversity and variability which is characteristic of the Fully Acheulean. Its temporal and 
spatial (territorial) relationship might perhaps connect, more directly, the south of the 
Iberian Peninsula with the Acheulean centers of northern Africa. 


